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Quote from a Text
Quote accurately from a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text.

How to Make an Inference
An inference is an educated guess based on 
details in the text. When you make an inference, 
you put together what you know and what the 
text says.

To make an inference: 

• Closely read the text.

• Pay attention to details. 

•  Think about what you already know about  
the topic.

•  Ask, “What do these details, plus my own 
knowledge, tell me about the topic?”

Text Details + What You Already Know = Inference

How to Support an Inference  
with Quotations
To support an inference, you need to quote from 
the text.

First, identify specific phrases and sentences from 
the text that support your inference. Then quote 
the text exactly. Put quotation marks around the 
exact words from the text. 
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   1.  Guided Close Reading
Name unit 5.1

To understand literature, you need to do close reading. 
When you do close reading, you carefully read and 
reread the text. With each reading, you gain a deeper 
understanding of the text. 

Follow the steps to complete a close reading of The  
Secret Garden.

Read to find important details in the text. 

from The Secret Garden 
by Frances Hodgson Burnett

When [Mary] awakened she lay and stared at the 
wall. . . . She heard neither voices nor footsteps, and 
wondered if everybody had got well of the cholera and all 
the trouble was over. . . . 

Almost the next minute she heard footsteps in the 
compound, and then on the veranda. They were men’s 
footsteps, and the men entered the bungalow and talked 
in low voices. No one went to meet or speak to them and 
they seemed to open doors and look into rooms. . . . 

Mary was standing in the middle of the nursery when 
they opened the door a few minutes later. She looked an 
ugly, cross little thing and was frowning because she was 
beginning to be hungry and feel disgracefully neglected. 
The first man who came in was a large officer she had 
once seen talking to her father. He looked tired and 
troubled, but when he saw her he was so startled that he 
almost jumped back. . . . 

“I am Mary Lennox,” the little girl said, drawing 
herself up stiffly. She thought the man was very rude to 
call her father’s bungalow “A place like this!” “I fell asleep 
when every one had the cholera and I have only just 
wakened up. Why does nobody come?”
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  What is this passage about?

Reread to make an inference. Remember to put together 
details from the text with your own knowledge. 

  What happened to the people who lived in Mary’s home? 

Quote from the text to support your inference. 

   What information supports your inference? Highlight those 
phrases and sentences in the text.  

 1. Guided Close Reading continued
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Does your response . . .
	 show understanding of the passage?

 answer what is asked for in  
 the questions?

  use complete sentences and show 
command of the conventions of English?
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To create interesting stories, authors do not include 
every single detail about why something happens or why 
a character acts a certain way. Making inferences will 
help you fill in the blanks. Look at each detail and think 
about what you already know. Then ask, “What is the 
author trying to say?” 

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Adapted from Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
by Lewis Carroll 

Alice was beginning to get very tired of sitting by her 
sister on the bank, and of having nothing to do: once 
or twice she had peeped into the book her sister was 
reading. “And what is the use of a book,” thought Alice 
“without pictures or conversations?”

So she was considering in her own mind whether 
the pleasure of making a daisy chain would be worth the 
trouble of getting up and picking the daisies. Suddenly a 
White Rabbit with pink eyes ran close by her.

There was nothing so very remarkable in that; nor 
did Alice think it so very much out of the way to hear the 
Rabbit say to itself, ‘Oh dear! Oh dear! I shall be late!” but 
when the Rabbit actually took a watch out of its waistcoat 
pocket, and looked at it, and then hurried on, Alice 
started to her feet. Burning with curiosity, she ran across 
the field after it, and fortunately was just in time to see it 
pop down a large rabbit hole under the hedge.

In another moment down went Alice after it,  
never once considering how in the world she was to  
get out again.

   2.  Make an Inference
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   Read the excerpt closely, and highlight important details 
about Alice. Write three of them in your own words. 

   Choose one detail that you highlighted. What prior 
knowledge can you apply to this detail to help you 
understand the text?

   What can you infer about Alice from this detail and your 
prior knowledge?

 2. Make an Inference continued
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Does your response . . .
	 show understanding of the passage?

 answer what is asked for in  
 the questions?

  use complete sentences and show 
command of the conventions of English?
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   3. Support an Inference with Quotations

Your inferences about what you read need to be supported 
with details from the text. Ask yourself, “What parts of the 
text is this inference based on?” Write the words from the 
text and put quotation marks around them. 

Reread the passage. Then answer the questions.

Adapted from Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
by Lewis Carroll 

Alice was beginning to get very tired of sitting by her 
sister on the bank, and of having nothing to do: once 
or twice she had peeped into the book her sister was 
reading. “And what is the use of a book,” thought Alice 
“without pictures or conversations?”

So she was considering in her own mind whether 
the pleasure of making a daisy chain would be worth the 
trouble of getting up and picking the daisies. Suddenly a 
White Rabbit with pink eyes ran close by her.

There was nothing so very remarkable in that; nor 
did Alice think it so very much out of the way to hear the 
Rabbit say to itself, ‘Oh dear! Oh dear! I shall be late!” but 
when the Rabbit actually took a watch out of its waistcoat 
pocket, and looked at it, and then hurried on, Alice 
started to her feet. Burning with curiosity, she ran across 
the field after it, and fortunately was just in time to see it 
pop down a large rabbit hole under the hedge.

In another moment down went Alice after it, never once 
considering how in the world she was to get out again.
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 3. Support an Inference with Quotations continued

Recall the inference you made about Alice in the previous 
section. Write it here. 

 Highlight sections of the text that support your inference. 
Use quotation marks to quote one piece of text that best 
supports your inference. 

Explain how the quotation supports your inference. 
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Does your response . . .
	 show understanding of the passage?

 answer what is asked for in  
 the questions?

  use complete sentences and show 
command of the conventions of English?



 Vocabulary

Term Definition
bungalow a house with one-and-a-half stories 

cholera
a disease that led to many deaths in the 1800s 
and early 1900s

close reading
carefully examining each word, phrase, and 
sentence in a text

compound an enclosed area with several buildings

detail
a word or phrase that describes a character, 
setting, or event

explicitly openly and clearly

inferences
logical guesses based on details in the text as 
well as personal knowledge

neglected not cared for

quote to write the exact words of a text

topic
the subject of a text, which can be expressed 
in a few words

veranda
a roofed porch that runs along the outside of 
a building
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